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Abstract

The present study presumes that, in the structure of motherhood consciousness,
the perception on maternity is related to defining the involvement consciousness
toward an infant. The motherhood consciousness is considered to undergo changes
under the influence of knowledge and experiences cultural backgrounds etc., which are
institutionalized and classified according to types, based on the characteristics of
attributes. The author aimed to analyze the actual situation on how the involvement
consciousness toward an infant has been formed in the Kingdom of Nepal, and to
elucidate its characteristics. As a result of investigation made by the questionnaires to
631 mothers living in the city of Katmandu and its vicinity, from whom the author
was able to obtain the cooperation for the study, the descriptive statistics showed that
“I have been left behind in the community”, “I am more interested in other things
than an infant”, etc. were classified in the evaluation step of “It is true”, while “I
wish that an infant can grow in good health”, “I feel happy, being together with an
infant”, etc. were in the evaluation step of “It is totally different”. In the factor
analysis, b factors were extracted, for which the author named “growth in humanity” (I),
“infant supremacy” (II), “impatience in child bearing” (IlI), “refusal of child bearing” (IV)
and “dissatisfaction with child bearing” (V). As the characteristics which were
identified in the present study, the negative consciousness was clearly seen in the 27

items of the evaluation step used as a measurement tool for the involvement
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consciousness toward an infant, but the descriptive power of positive consciousness

was found to be significant in terms of the factor structure.
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