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There is a tide in the affairs of men

Which taken at the flood leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.  4.3.216-9.
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And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg,
Which hatched would as his kind grow mischievous,
And kill him in the shell. 2.1.32-4.
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Let us be sacrificers, but not butchers, Caius,
We all stand up against the spirit of Caesar,
And in the spirit of men there is no blood:

O, that we then could come by Caesar’s spirit,
And not dismember Czesar! But, alas,

Caesar must bleed for itl And gentle friends,
Let’s kill him boldly, but not wrathfully;

Let's carve him as a dish fit for the gods,

Not hew him as a carcass fit for hounds: 2.1.166-74.
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So are we Caesar's friends, that have abridged
His time of fearing death. 3.1.105-6.
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O mighty Caesar! dost thou lie so low?
Are all thy conquests, glories, triumphs, spoils,
Shrunk to this little measure? Fare thee well.
Lhe rises
Live a thousand years,
1 shall not find myself so apt to die:
No place will please me so, no mean of death,
As here by Casar, and by you cut off,
The choice and master spirits of this age.
3.1.149-51, 160-4.
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Passion [ see is catching, for mine eyes,

Seeing those beads of sorrow stand in thine,
Began to water. 3.1.283-5.
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If then that friend demand why Brutus
rose against Ceesar, this is my answer: not that [
loved
Ceaesar less, but that I loved Rome more. Had you
rather
Ceesar were living, and die all slaves, than that
Caesar
were dead, to live all free men? As Caesar loved
me,
I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it;
as he was valiant, I honour him; but as he was
ambitious,
I slew him.

3.2.20-7.
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Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;
I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him; 3.2.74-5.
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He hath brought many captives home to Rome,
Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill:

Did this in Caesar seem ambitious?

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept:
Ambition should be made of sterner stuff:

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brutus is an honourable man.

You all did see that on the Lupercal

I thrice presented him a kingly crown,

Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition?
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;

And, sure, he is an honourable man.  3.2.89-100.
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Will you be patient? will you stay awhile?

I have o'ershot myself to tell you of it;

I fear I wrong the honourable men

Whose daggers have stabbed Caesar; [ do fear it.
3.2.150-3.
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I am no orator, as Brutus is;

But, as you know me all, a plain blunt man,

That love my friend; and that they know full well

That gave me public leave to speak of him:

For 1 have neither wit, nor words, nor worth,

Action, nor utterance, nor the power of speech

To stir men's blood: I only speak right on;

I tell you that which you yourselves do know;
3.2.218-25.
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Now let it work. Mischief, thou art afoot,

Take thou what course thou wilt. 3.2.262-3.
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Abstract

The earliest comments in the critical history are on the style of the play. In 1601, John Weever
praised Antony's skill in converting the Roman citizens' sympathy for Brutus into antipathy in his funeral
speech, and in 1784, Thomas Davies likewise noted Antony’s persuasive techniques and employment of
hesitation and interruption. Antony’s skill has since then drawn a number of commentators’ attention. In
this paper the rhetoric of his famous funeral oration will be further analyzed, compared with Brutus’, in
relation to human nature. Other celebrated commentators, such as A. C. Bradley, D. Wilson, J. Wilders, M.
Charney, V. L. Cahn, and S. Lucy will be referred to.
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