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Midwifery Outpatient Department
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify difficulties faced by midwives and their responses in
caring for women with high-risk pregnancy at a midwifery outpatient department.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 10 midwives working at the Midwifery
Outpatient Department of a comprehensive perinatal center, and the interview data were
qualitatively, inductively analyzed.

The difficulties faced by the midwives in caring for women with high-risk pregnancy at the
midwifery outpatient department were summarized into 3 categories: [sense of responsibility
as a supporter], [distress about support methods], and [lack of support system]. Similarly, their
responses to resolve these difficulties were represented by 5 categories: [building relationships
for continued support], [respecting care recipients  values], [identifying necessary support and
intervention], [collaborating with and being supported by other midwives], and [recognizing
midwifery roles].

With a [sense of responsibility as a supporter], the midwives caring for women with high-risk
pregnancy at the midwifery outpatient department faced [distress about support methods], and
regarded [lack of support system] as a difficulty. Their responses in such a situation included
prioritizing [building relationships for continued support], [identifying necessary support and
intervention] while [respecting care recipients’ values], and [collaborating with and being
supported by other midwives], in addition to [recognizing midwifery roles] in interprofessional
collaboration.

Key Words : midwifery outpatient department,women with high-risk pregnancy,advanced
midwifery practitioner, difficulty,response
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