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Challenging and Evaluating Home Care Nursing Practices Using an
Interactive Online Learning Program in a Nursing University
—Implementing the new education system in the context of COVID-19 pandemic—
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U Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Kagawa Prefectural University of Health Sciences

Abstract

COVID-19 is an emerging and rapidly spreading disease. In April 2020, to prevent the spread of
infection, home care nursing practices were canceled. However, laboratory-based skills practice
was not canceled as it avoids the three Cs-closed places, crowded places, closed-contact settings.
This study aimed to challenge and evaluate home care nursing practices using an interactive online
learning program involving previous learning, to develop new teaching method for home care nurs-
ing education in the future.

The participants were 71 fourth-grade nursing students at a nursing university. Students who
agreed to participate completed an anonymous self-administered questionnaire before and after the
practice. The questionnaire examined self-learning time, self-learning approach, eight items to
achieve the goals of the practice (1- 5 points), and free descriptions. Data were analyzed using com-
parison simple tabulation before and after the practice. The free descriptions of responses after
practice were analyzed using a qualitative method. Responses were received from 44 students (62. 0
%) before and 28 students (39. 4%) after the practice. The average self-learning time and self-learn-
ing approach after the practice showed that all eight items scored higher than before the practice.
From the free descriptions, four categories were identified as the outcomes of the practice : “learn-

” o« » o«

ing feeling the essence of home care nursing,” “self-learning at their own pace,” “mutual learning by

» o«

promoting dialogue,” “successful prevention of infection spread.” In addition, several limitations of
online learning and other issues emerged. For example, considering the time of starting an online
class, easily receiving advice from the faculty, distributing the online documents in advance,
accessing archive online home care nursing practice, and improving the Wi-Fi systems may solve
these issues of online learning. We achieved positive results in home care nursing practices by

using an online program despite several problems to address in the future.

Key Words : home care nursing practice, preventing the spread of COVID-19, online learning
program, motivated learning, dialogue.
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