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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to conduct a survey regarding midwifery education needs of
female students studying basic nursing in Kagawa Prefecture, and to consider the challenges in
pursuing advanced non-degree midwifery education at the same university. The survey was
conducted using an original questionnaire prepared by the author. Of the 500 questionnaires
distributed, 438 valid responses were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Results showed that 58
students desired to continue advanced study to acquire midwifery certification and of these 60%
wished to do so through advanced non-degree college courses or short-term courses. Their primary
reason for this was that the length of such curricula is 1 year. The 47 students who wished to
pursue advanced studies were considering doing so within 3—4 years of graduation. Their reasons
for this were “to gain nursing or public health nursing experience” and “for financial reasons.” All
those who wished to pursue advanced studies cited “entrance fees and course fees” as the most
important condition for determining where they would pursue advanced studies. These results
indicate that the need for advanced non-degree courses for female nursing university students in
Kagawa Prefecture is currently high. Additionally, international trends show that the need for
graduate schools is expected to increase. While continuing to work on enhancing the current
educational content and methods, it is essential to consider revising the advanced midwifery
educationcurricula. Since many students pursuing advanced studies have financial concerns, there
is also a need to provide them with greater financial support.
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