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Abstract

A support group for families of children with cancer (Group A) was established in 2004 by the
recommendation of medical workers of hospital B. The aims of Group A are to provide opportuni-
ties to exchange information among patients and families, improve their quality of life, and promote
social interaction among members. Currently, it is operated by family volunteer carers. This study
reviewed activities of the group, and examined future issues. Activities of Group A included : meet-
ings, lectures, day camps, a chat cafe, individual consultation, and publication of newsletters.
Through the activities of the group, participants obtained information related to their disease and
living circumstances and shared their experiences and feelings among families. The group camps
also provided as a safe and important activity for children who need special attention to prevent in-
fections. A decrease in the number of participants and difficulties for family volunteer carers deal-
ing with their work, parenting, and activities of the group at the same time were found as future is-
sues for the group. As a member who is involved in the total care of children with cancer in the
community, the author would like to examine how to secure the number of participants and reduce
the burden on carers, in order to help the group continue to operate and serve as a supporter, while
placing a value on the partnership with carers.
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