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Abstract

The present study aimed to review midwifery education in Kagawa Prefecture, and discuss the issues
regarding future midwifery education. The Department of Midwifery of our university is the only organization
that trains midwives in the prefecture, and the department has provided midwifery education since 1964.
During this period, the environment of women in the perinatal period has undergone marked changes, such
as a decrease in the number of childbirth facilities and their skewed distribution associated with a lack of
obstetricians, reduction in the number of births, and increase in the number of high-risk pregnant women
due to their aging. Midwives are required to have skills to support women not only in the perinatal period, but
also in their general life cycle, and it is also important for them to support community-dwelling mothers and
children. In addition, in Japan, basic midwifery education is provided in various midwife-training programs in
postgraduate schools, non-degree courses, special courses, and vocational schools, with levels of achievement
at the time of graduation differing among these schools and courses. In order for graduates of a midwifery
course to develop autonomous and practical midwifery skills, it is important for them to receive continued
education in clinical settings. We suggest that, by participating in a basic midwife-training program based on
fundamental nursing education and receiving midwifery education after graduation, it is possible to support the
career development of midwives as autonomous professionals who can provide all women and children with
safe midwifery care.
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