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Abstract

In response to a request from the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), we participated
in the “survey team for the promotion of understanding of the Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers and other activities” and visited the Plurinational State of Bolivia , as members of the
survey team to conduct an inspection of the activities of JICA members in the country. The present
paper reports the results of the inspection. The JICA members initiated their activities by becoming
familiar with the local circumstances, and identified problems while achieving a better understanding
of the local people. On the other hand, it is unclear whether or not people who have participated
in JICA activities for two years are able to utilize their experiences and skills to become involved
in meaningful activities in Japan; some former JICA members have had difficulty getting a job. It is
necessary to promote public relations activities and public understanding of JICA volunteer activities
in the community, so people feel that JICA activities are familiar to them.
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