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Abstract
With the aim of identifying career aspirations of nurses working for less than 5 years in hospitals in

Kagawa Prefecture, we conducted a mail survey using a questionnaire developed by us. Responses were
obtained from 319 nurses from 9 hospitals with more than 400 beds. Cross tabulation was used to summarize
descriptive statistics of the data, and to determine the relationship of subjects’ reasons for selecting their career
path with their hometown, the type of school they attended, and year of graduation.

As the results, more than 50% of the subjects had sought advice from their “mother” about their career
path, and many of them decided to work in the prefecture “when they were looking for a job” or “when they
were high school students”. Concerning the reasons for selecting hospitals in Kagawa Prefecture, “wishing to
live near my family or friends” accounted for the most. The number of subjects who responded that “I like the
historical landscape and culture of Kagawa Prefecture” was high among ‘subjects from outside the prefecture’
irrespective of the place they had studied, and that of subjects who responded that “being recommended by
my parents” was also high among ‘those from inside and outside the prefecture’. Concerning the reason for
selecting the current workplace, ‘subjects from inside and outside the prefecture’ were likely to put emphasis
on geographical conditions and “benefit packages”/“pay”, respectively. The results suggest the need for
universities to promote cooperation with institutions in the prefecture, and improve educational content to help
students realize attractive features of this prefecture.
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