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Future plans of high school students from Kagawa Prefecture desiring to attend college
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— Investigation involving first-and second-year high school students —

Chie Yoshimoto''*, Tomoko Utsumi'’

 Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Kagawa Prefectural University of Health Sciences
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Abstract

In order to clarify the future plans of high school students from Kagawa Prefecture desiring to attend college, an original
questionnaire was sent to 20 high schools where many students take our college’s entrance examinations by mail. A total of
1,220 first- and second-year students completed questionnaires, and the obtained data were subjected to descriptive statistics,
as well as cross-tabulation to investigate the reasons for desiring to attend a specific college according to the age, sex, and
extent to which subjects intended to work in the prefecture after graduation. As a result, the following were clarified:

1. The common reasons for desiring to attend college were because subjects “wanted a stable career and life”, and “wanted to
learn specialized knowledge and skills”.

2. The common reason for deciding their major in college was because subjects “thought that the major was suitable for
them”; ‘male’ and ‘female’ students regarded a “major that is more advantageous in terms of employment” and “work that is
deemed rewarding” as important, respectively.

3. The common reasons for desiring to attend a specific college were because subjects considered that the college was
“consistent with their choice of future careers”, and “suitable for their academic levels”; ‘male’ and female’ students regarded
“high academic levels” and a “favorable school atmosphere” as of major importance, respectively. In addition, “subjects
intending to attend college in their home prefecture” placed emphasis on the “convenience of commuting” and “affordable
tuition fees”.

4. Subjects placed emphasis on information (e.g., “future careers after graduation”, mformahon on entrance examinations”,
and “school curriculums”) obtained from “college websites”, “college brochures”, “open campus”, and “high school teachers”.
5. Subjects who had sought advice on attending college most commonly (>50%) talked to their “mothers”.

Our findings suggest that it is important for our school to provide high school teachers, students, and their mothers with
information on the characteristics of nursing professionals and laboratory technologists, skills required of these workers,
details of college education, future careers after graduation, and entrance examinations.
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