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Abstract

This literature review aims to clarify the present status of health care and nursing in Vietnam in order to promote
academic exchange between Kagawa Prefectural University of Health Sciences (KPUHS) and Binh Thuan Medical
College (BTMC).

Vietnam’s postwar policy has facilitated its economic growth and improved the health of the general public, as
suggested by the country’s health index. However, new social problems have emerged, including income, regional,
and health disparities. People in Vietnam are currently facing the following health-related problems : a rapid aging of
the population, increases in lifestyle-related diseases and traffic accidents, and shortages of already low quality health
services. The review has helped us understand the status of nurses and basic nursing education in Vietnam and should
serve as valuable material for promoting future academic exchanges between KPUHS and BTMC.
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