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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to identify competency elements required for risk sensitivity. The subjects were
nurses who habitually behaved safely by identifying risks and did not make few mistakes in their practice. There were
ten nurses, including three in their second year, another three in their third to sixth year, and four with experience of ten
years or longer. Behavioral event interviews were conducted, using an interview guide, to collect data, and the results were
analyzed based on the method developed by Spencer et al.

The following were extracted as eleven elements required for risk sensitivity: “responsibility as a professional”,

” o« ” o«

“sincere attitude to learn on a continuing basis”, “an objective view of their own abilities”, “multilateral decisions to adopt

9«

safety measures”, “being careful in acting”, “recognition of uncertainty in clinical settings”, “behaviors as a member of
an interdisciplinary care team”, “sensitivity to changes”, “determination to prevent accidents”, “identification of specific
risks in clinical practice”, and “utilization of specialized knowledge and skills”. As these characteristics indicate, nurses
are required to be sensitive to changes and ambiguities in clinical practice, and implement accurate medical safety act
as professionals. In basic nursing education, nurses should be taught: to be sensitive to changes in patients, routinizes
certainly checking circumstantial judgment and management, and behave carefully. Furthermore, they should become
aware of their responsibilities as specialists and value opportunities to learn from others to develop the habit of acting for

risk-prevention.
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