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Type AB thymoma is not a mixed tumor of type
A and type B thymomas but a distinctive type of
thymoma
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Type B3 thymoma can be subclassified into
differentiated, intermediate, and anaplastic
subtypes.
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Useful immunohistochemical and functional
markers in distinguishing thymic carcinomas from

thymomas and/or squamous cell carcinomas.
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Abstract

From July 3 to 10 in 2011, I and my coworkers participated in the annual meeting of 14th International
Association for the Study on Lung Cancer held in the Netherlands, Amsterdam, and made scientific presentation
about the histogenesis of the various types of thymomas.

There have been much confusion in the thymoma classification because thymomas can exhibit very diverse
histological features and clinical courses. Although the new WHO thymoma classification established in 2004 has
been used widely in recent years, it has many problems, such as low reproducibility. Therefore, we attempted to
elucidate the origin of the each type of thymoma by using various kinds of cell immunohistochemical markers. We
successfully presented our results at this meeting.

By participating in the meeting, we also obtained much newest information and the some ideas about the
subject. I deeply thank to the Kagawa Prefectural University of Health Sciences for giving me the opportunity to
participate in this meeting.
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