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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims at understanding the role-model behaviors expected of nurses by
instructors of practical nursing training, toward helping to improve education for nursing students.
Method: The focus group method was used in interviewing six instructors, and the results of the
interview were analyzed qualitatively and inductively.

Results: Instructors of practical nursing training believe that, as nurses, they are supposed to
demonstrate the following behaviors as role models: 1) Developing themselves as nurses and helping
patients and their family members to grow by mutually sharing joys and sorrows, 2) making full use
of the skills and intuition that nurses acquire through various experiences for the benefit of nursing
care, 3) deepening understanding of our humanity, 4) pursuing ideal nursing care without being
afraid of making mistakes, and 5) being able to control private feelings and to collaborate with other
staff with mutual respect.

Conclusion: Instructors of practical nursing training demonstrate the behaviors of role models
because they believe it is important for nursing students to see that the instructors are taking real
pleasure in working energetically at providing care. This study suggests that the five role-model
behaviors make up the instructor’s guidelines of practical nursing training.
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