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Abstract

Child abuse is steadily increasing in Japan. A total of 42,664 cases of child abuse were reported
in 2008. When compared with the number of cases 10 years before, the number of cases of child
abuse was nearly 6 times increased. Forty two percent of its victims were occupied by preschool
children and 60.5 % of child abuse was caused by their own mothers. Recent changes in social and
cultural backgrounds including changes from child birth at home to that in medical facility, decline
of parenting ability due to changes in life style from large family to nuclear family, women’s social
advancement, life style without interaction with others would be possible backgrounds of child abuse.
It is likely that child care is too heavy for a mother grown-up in such environments since she is at
a loss of relationship with her own child. A midwife who might be involved in pregnancy, delivery
and women’s life cycle is an important supporter for a mother parenting her child. In this study,
we investigated the backgrounds of child abuse and discussed about participation of a midwife in
prevention of child abuse. And I report the necessity for relation by the others from childhood as one
of the abuse prevention.
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