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Analysis of Medical Accidents by Midwives
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Abstract

The Japan Council for Quality Health Care collects information on medical accidents from
medical institutions to publish annually. This study aimed to analyze the data on medical
accidents among midwives using information provided by the Council for Quality Health Care
and to compare the impact of accidents and their content according to the years of midwifery
experience. Medical accidents that occurred between 2010 to 2021, where the first party was
a midwife, were included in the analysis for this study. Circumstances of the accidents were
collected and a root cause analysis of the factors contributing to the accidents was conducted.
There were 98 medical accidents in which the first party was a midwife. Most accidents were
under nursing care, and occurred in hospital rooms between 16:00 and 18:00. Post-accident
medical care was provided to 70% of the patients. Of these, 80% received minor to intensive
treatment. Midwives had an average of 10 years of experience, and 50% had less than 3-15 years
of experience. Factors related to the parties involved accounted for 90% of the medical accidents.
Among these, “failure to check” and “failure to observe” were the most common factors. A
comparison of the degree of the accident and the factors that caused it showed that “there was
no coordination,” which had a significant impact on the accident.

In a comparison of midwives' years of experience and the factors that caused, midwives with
less than 3-15 years of experience were significantly more likely to say that “there was no
coordination.” Regardless of their years of experience, midwives should carefully check and
observe of mother and baby with two or more people and strengthen cooperation with multiple
professions when providing medical care to respond promptly in an emergency and ensure
medical safety.

Key Words : medical satety, midwives, years of experience, medical accident information, medical
accidents
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