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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to report the present conditions of nurses’ consid-
eration on and concern for their patients’ families.

1. Nurses have concern for communication, especially communication with families
with whom they have direct contacts.

2. Nurses show strong cares and concern about issues of patients’ treatment, such
as respect to right of decision of patients’ families and informing the families of
the patients’ lines of treatment.

3. Nurses have much concern for physical and mental condition of their patients
and family support, but on the other hand, they show less concern for each fam-
ily’s problems in daily lives.

4 . Fully-experienced nurses generally have higher cares and concern about the pa-
tients’ families. Less-experienced nurses show less cares and concern about the
patients’ families, but have much concern for physicai and mental condition of
their patients, how families receive the lines of treatment, and the patients’ rela-
tionship with people around them.

5. Some differences are seen in nurses’ recognition to the patients’ families de-
pending on the types of nursing systems.
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In “Primary Nursing system” which means continuing nursing care during

a patient stay in a hospital, the nurses tend to have more concerns to patients’
families and take more care of them than the nurses in the other nursing sys-

tems.
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